[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image6.jpeg
But, all of this vanished during His Passion. Now they call Him a deceiver of the people, a rebel, a
blasphemer and in their fanatical and stubborn fury, they make up such insults, slanders and mockeries
such as no one, ever had heard before. None of us have ever suffered as much.

Let us remember that Christ is Infinite Holiness and we are imperfect and sinful people. If people
blacken your name, gossip about you, calumniate you, falsely accuse you and tell lies about you, then
turn your thoughts to Christ, how they treated Him infinitely worse and He kept silent. Then you too will
not be grieved and worry, but you will bless yourself and whisper: “Thy Will be done,” and in silence you
will continue on your road of life.

In such incidents, undoubtedly, you will be reminded of t wo details from the Passion of Christ
mainly when the Savior stood before Pilate and all of the high priests and elders were stubbornly
bringing up various false accusations, but the Savior did not answer any of them.

The second painful detail, when these soldiers blind folder the eyes of Jesus with a dirty rag, spit
into His Holy Face and beating with reeds over the head and striking Him in the face with their fists, they
called out scoffing, “Prophesy, who was it who just struck You?”

These two humiliations of Our Lord will teach you to stay silent at the accusations ruining your
good name and reputation. Too many people have forgotten to seek medication in the Lord’s Passion.
Therefore, they are sick in their soul and body.

They despise each other mutually. Hatred causes suffering; in our present times, dumb animals
live in greater accord than people do among themselves. One person argues with another, they get into
fist fights; they take revenge on one another and from these acts of revenge there are many misfortunes
that fall upon both the guilty people and on those who are innocent. They push aside divine medication
and greedily reach out for medication that is false and useless.

There are people, for whom, humanly judging, not only do they have it good, but plainly
speaking, they have it perfect in this world. Their lives move ahead without any obstacles. They
encounter no great sorrows or sufferings, nor do they suffer any sicknesses or great pains. We say that
for such people, good fortune chases them, step by step.

For such people who are so generously endowed, it would seem that meditation on the Passion
of Christ is superfluous, is not needed. Actually, there is no need to envy them. It is a well-known saying
that whom God loves, on such He sends crosses.

But, be what it is, even if by people’s standards, someone was so fortunate that he never had
any suffering during his entire life, pain and great suffering from which he cannot escape, the pain of
dying and the suffering that is connected to death awaits him.

And that certainty, for people leading a life that is apparently devoid of worries and of problems,
is peaceful and comfortable, that certainty poisons and disturbs their life. The days pass by for him who
had no suffering as well as for him who suffered less or more. The throes of death await the both of
them along with death and the grave and for both the words of the psalmist will be fulfilled: “The pains
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of death embraced me and the streams of iniquity frightened me. Pains surrounded me and the snares
of death preceded me.”

This sad and terrifying song of truth will play in the ear of every one of us someday. He, who
during his life time had known pressures and distress, for him that final pain will be more bearable and
will pass more easily.

But for him who did not suffer and overflowed with the goods and comforts of this world for
him, that final pain will not pass that easily. The pains of death take revenge they pay back for a
comfortable life that was not clouded by many crosses.

Is there any medication in the Passion of Christ for this last and unavoidable pain? There is; the
Savior dying on the cross. Everyone must die. Our concern is to die well which means, we are to die as
He died. When Christ was dying, He called out several times in a loud voice — “Father, into Your hands |
commit my soul!” That is the slogan or password of a good death. Our Lord taught us how we should call
to our Father and Creator in this moment of painful dying, so that He would mercifully receive us to
Himself.

These words, coming for the first time from the lips and heart of our Savior, have assumed
infinite power. It is with these words that we remind God of the voluntary offering of the Son of God,
and we allow Him, as it were, to show us mercy through the merits and death of Christ. Our death,
patterned on the example and image of Christ will be pleasing to the Creator and lighter for us.

Tell me, is there anything in this world, besides the Lord’s Passion, that could possibly cheer a
dying person? Everything that is intended to cheer him really just saddens him more and fills him with
fear.

Children, relatives and friends they very sight of them fill the dying person with sorrow, fright
and sadness for he must tear his heart away from them, leave them behind and go along into an
unknown future. All of his many things, his honors and all of his dignities that too, worries him for he
must bid all of that goodbye forever and hide himself in a dark, deep grave.

There is nothing that is capable of cheering a dying person — only Christ dying on the cross.
Touch whatever you want everywhere, always and for everything you will find medication in the Passion
of Christ. Every person, individually more or less, experiences in himself on this pilgrimage of life,
something similar from the Passion of Christ.

There is not a person who does not have his own, personal Garden of Olives, that is, everyone at
some time in life experiences sadness, yearning and the bitterness of life. Everyone has his own Judas,
that is, everyone at some time experiences betrayal or disillusions in human friendships.

Everyone has his own Annanias and Caiphas and every person, from the simple laborer to the
highest official is pursued by the envy, slyness and the malice of their adversaries. Everyone has his own
Pilate, for show me a person who has not experienced unjust opinions, suspicions and people’s
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judgments? Everyone also lifts and must lift his own cross, be it heavier or lighter, according to the
position which he holds in this world.

Even those who rule over nations and those who have the fortunes of millions, and those who
have distinguished themselves by courage, science or invention of something and for which they
received recognition and honors; every one of these carry their own personal cross which is often a
hundred times heavier than that of an ordinary, simple mortal. Here, that famous saying is proven that
not everything that shines is gold.

He who holds higher positions among the people, takes upon himself more and greater
responsibilities and therefore bears more worries and more work and all kinds of hardships.
Furthermore, sicknesses, griefs, qualms of conscience and hundreds of other tribulations are the lot of
every person regardless of his state or calling, be it civil or spiritual. Neither education, nor possessions,
nor property nor any dignity or values enter into this calculation. And that which people call great good
fortune, too often is a fathomless worry and a troublesome life

By meditating on the Passion and death of our Savior, we see our own poverty and misery and
we see our own cross. Through meditations on the Lord’s Passion we learn the art and wisdom of a
simple and worthy life.

Then, and only then, whatever kind of crosses life brings us, whether we have small or great
sufferings, we will bear them in obedience to the Will of God. Your main thought will always be: “This is
what God wants. May His Will be done.”

Then the world will appear to you in a totally different light. And for every suffering you endure,
you will find joy and remedy in the Passion of Christ. You will find peace and satisfaction.

Do not seek consolation in people for you will seek it in vain. You will come upon hypocrisy,
insincerity and hardness of heart. Do not seek joy in the world because the world is a fraud and a
deceiver. Do not seek joy in games and amusements because in these you'll find a surfeit, boredom and
many dirty things.

Go to the Passion of Christ. Let us presume that for all of these sufferings, worries and human
pains in life and near death, the world could at least bring some kind of apparent and delusive relief for
it cannot deliver the true kind.

There is however, a certain sickness for which the world doesn’t even possess an apparent
remedy and it will never have one. That sickness is sin. If you have committed a serious sin and thereby
lost God and the grace of God and you have obstructed your path to salvation what kind of medication
can the world give you? Furthermore, neither sorrow or the correction of one’s life, or prayers, or
fasting, or almsgiving — none of these of themselves can help you or pay your debt. For sin is an offense
against the eternal majesty of God. A sinner, by himself, cannot satisfy the justice of God just like a
debtor who has nothing that would be of value to repay his creditors.
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Only one who is holy and innocent can help pay back the debt to God. Such a One has helped as
St. Paul the Apostle writes: “For it is fitting for us to have the highest, holiest, most innocent, most
immaculate, separate from sinners, a priest who has no need for every day to offer as priests do first for
their own sins and then for the sins of the people for Christ had done this once when He had offered
Himself. Therefore, He can save, for all eternity those who come through Him to God.

Just like a zero only takes on value when it is joined to a greater amount, in the same way our
penitential acts and all of our good deeds, only through the passion and death of Christ bring us merits
for eternal life. Penance must be mixed in with the death of Christ because it was from that death that
life burst forth. And it is only that life that will bring you back to life from the death of sin and will work
out your salvation.

Whether we are rich or poor, whether learned or simple, we are all miserable sinners. We have
nothing and alone, we are unable to earn anything for eternity. But the death of Christ has enriched us it
has obtained for us the sonship of God and given us a decree for the inheritance of God and heaven.
This decree must mean a lot since it is written in the Blood of the Son of God.

People who are sick seek health with great care. They drive to places of healing they search for
physicians who are specialists in order to help save their broken health. We have a Divine Prescription
written out on the cross above the Head of the dying Savior. “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” This
is the prescription for all of the illnesses and sufferings of the soul. Take it with faith and with contrition
for your sins and with love for the Crucified go to the pharmacy of Penance and there the confessor will
prescribe for you the medication which will heal your soul and return to you the supernatural life.
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April 3, 1955
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

The people of the world are thick-skinned concerning spiritual things. They are interested in
everything that delights the eye and that brings pleasure to the body. They drown themselves
completely in a comfortable, leisurely and happy life.

They refuse to understand that human life was always interwoven with difficulties, problems
and sufferings before which man cannot hide. They refuse to even think that life ends with death which
man cannot flee. They refuse to be convinced that one must deny himself certain things and mortify
himself in certain matters.

They cannot believe how by meditation on the Passion of Christ one can find that miraculous
peace of soul, inner satisfaction and an effective medication for every suffering of soul and body. They
cannot understand why suffering and various voluntary mortifications undertaken out of love and in
imitation of the Passion of Christ would have such a great value.

They cannot understand this because they are blinded by their pride, corrupted hearts and their
love of comfortable and pleasant things.

No human being can change or revise the intentions and decisions of God. Eternal Wisdom
wants it thus in order to achieve the peace of God which here on earth is an assurance and a guarantee
of an eternal reward. It is necessary to suffer something and one must willingly mortify oneself.

Eternal Wisdom wants it thus in order to Achieve the peace of God which, here on earth, is an
assurance and a guarantee of an eternal reward. One must suffer something and must willingly mortify
himself. It is worth remembering that we cannot achieve true happiness without payment either in this
earthly life or in eternity. | know for a fact that there are people who are so naive and so short sighted,
who want to indulge in all the pleasures that the world can possibly give them, and in addition to that,
they expect to enjoy never ending happiness after death.

But, these two things do not agree and they can never be made to agree. Our Savior Himself
states it clearly — it’s either or when He calls out: “Who wants to follow Me, let him deny himself, take
up his cross and follow Me.” Yes, with the cross of suffering and voluntary mortifications; with the cross
of work and effort in order to overcome one’s self-conceitedness and love of self, with the cross of
humility and conformity with the Will of God, you will become an imitator of the Savior, you will
become worthy of peace, happiness and life everlasting.

From here to today’s talk entitled —
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THE PASSION OF CHRIST IS A JOY AND A REMEDY

Father Felix Gondek, on his return from a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1898 wrote: “l am
reminded of a conversation that | had in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem with one of the
monks there. One must know that those Franciscans, as the Guardians of the Sepulcher of Christ, daily,
throughout the year and always before evening, in solemn procession with lighted candles in their hand
walk through that huge Church of the Holy Sepulcher visiting all the memorable places which are
sanctified by details of the Passion of Christ. Besides that, a divine service is celebrated there with a very
short break day and night, for when one denomination finishes another immediately begins.

If any priest desires, and who wanted to have Mass on the very tomb, he must allow himself to
be locked in there for the night, on the side a wing was built on with cells for the housing of priests and
guests.

| stayed there. In the evening, | went to bed, but | couldn’t fall asleep. Our Lord’s entire passion
stood before my soul. It seemed to me as though it was all happening today.

Around midnight | went downstairs into the interior of the church and in meditation | was
visiting these holy places. One of the local friars was my guide. We both sat down on the marble steps of
the underground chapel of St. Helen in the place of the finding of the holy cross. We sat in silence. | just
couldn’t cease marveling at the sweetness and blessed peacefulness in the entire manner and face of
my guide. For me, this was a momentary impression, but in my guide, this constant peace and
sweetness was like his second nature.

“Dear Father,” | finally broke that grave-like silence, “if | didn’t know from other sources about
all of your sufferings here, then looking at you here, associating with you and listening to your
conversations and observing your satisfaction and peace, | would judge that all of you are abounding in
all of the comforts and pleasures of life. Unfortunately, it is not so.

Your life is one stretch of worries and indigence, of self-denial and all kinds of sacrifices and
sufferings. You have food, but as | saw, it is the very worst. Wearing your heavy and thick habit causes
you to suffer from the heat. You are surrounded by people of no faith who persecute you at every step
of the way and torment you with taxes. You are never certain of your miserable life, for the first incited
eruption of fanaticism threatens you with slaughter.

Everything that our benefactor priest is saying is true, and he has not yet told of all of our
adversities, but | will show our benefactor the other side of the medal. Talk among yourselves in Europe
about our adversities and our worries, but we will be repeating all of our joys. What does the Passion of
Christ say that is meditated upon daily? That alone lavishly makes up for all of our mistakes and
deficiencies.”

“But to daily repeat the Passion of Christ in one’s meditations over so many years doesn’t that in
time weaken its impression one one’s soul?”
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“Impression? Father, you are speaking of an impression? In the Passion of Christ, God Himself
speaks to the soul and where God is, there is heaven in that soul and where heaven is does that make it
unpleasant? Among you pilgrims, impressions are momentary, but among us it has passed into our lives
and grown into our soul.

Father, you say that we have the worst food. But the Passion of Christ is heavenly food for the
soul which we would not trade for the most abundantly set table.

Our heavy habit, during seasons of great heat makes the Cross of Christ light under which He
falls. In our love for the Cross one does not feel its weight.

True, we are persecuted, but the Passion of Christ strengthens us spiritually that we can
patiently bear this persecution and even experience joy in the fact that we can become like our Savior.
Our life is almost always threatened, but the Passion of Christ gives us courage, for the power of God is
in the meditation on the Passion of Christ.

Not too long ago, we heard the rumor that the Muslims in their fanaticism will attack us as they
did hundreds of times on our ancestors, it was enough for us to together make the Stations of the
Passion of Christ, so that every one of us, fortified in spirit, would repeat with resignation the words of
our Savior in the Garden — ‘Rise, let us go.”

There have been times that the entire monastery had been plundered and the monks were
murdered down to the last one. But, on their place others came even while the blood of the first ones
was still warm, so that they too, might meet the same fate.

What draws us to that Calvary hill? It is the thought that in the quiet, far from the tumult of the
world, we will meditate on the Lord’s passion — | repeat, in meditating on this Passion is the Power of
God.”

One writer of the Church makes the following observation: “The Passion of Christ is the Power
of God. It is also the heavenly pharmacy which gives out the most efficacious medicines freely for all the
sufferings of body and soul. It is the Tree of Life; it is the Book from which one can learn all wisdom
without any difficulty.”

The Apostle Paul also boldly admits when he writes: “Since | didn’t understand that | was to
know something among you, other that Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

For every type of suffering, be it bodily or spiritual there is found medicine in the Passion of
Christ to relieve all pain. Remembering the sufferings of the Savior pours joy into the soul of one who is
suffering, brings relief and guards against sadness, doubt and despair. Suffering with the memory of the
sufferings of the Savior is for all of us a purifying road that leads to heaven.

How many times in my priestly life was | a witness of death? How many times did | hold a
crucifix before dying persons, who while gazing steadily at that crucifix had some sort of sweetness and
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peace flood their countenance and they fell asleep in the Lord with serenity on their brow and a smile
on their lips. Faith and confidence in the cross brought that about.

Let us proceed slowly. In poverty, worries, difficulties and worries we look for consolation and
comfort. That is a part of human nature. But, unfortunately, we search in vain because we seek comfort
either from people who are as changeable as the weather or from things which supposedly promise
much but, in reality deliver very little.

The one efficacious medicine for out poverty and misery, the only source of relief and joy is the
Passion of Christ. If you are poor and it is difficult for you to make ends meet, cast your eyes on the
Crucified Savior. There you will see the height of inconceivable poverty. He allowed His torturers to
mercilessly tear His last garment from His Body in order to sweeten our small problems that by
comparison are meaningless.

St. Paul the Apostle wrote: “For you know the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, that being rich, He
became poor for you so that through His poverty, you would be rich.” A person without faith, one who
does not seek consolation or comfort in the details of the Passion of Christ, if by some misfortune or
through his own fault falls into poverty he begins to complain, to swear, to despair and often to make
attempts on his own life.

When due to the uncertainty of tomorrow, or when we foresee the difficulties which are before
us and sadness and fear overwhelm us and tear at the soul, immediately our thoughts should carry us
over to the Savior in the Garden of Olives, where in superhuman sadness and infinite worry, seeing
before Himself the Way of the Cross, He felt such fear that a sweat of blood covered His Face and wet
the ground. He, exhausted, fell to His knees and humbly begged for comfort from His Heavenly Father.

It was only then that God the Father sent Him an angel to strengthen Him. Feeling stronger, He
says to His disciples: “Let us rise and go forward. He who will betray Me is already near.”

Therefore, we have in this Garden the medicine for all of our sadness and that is prayer with
total submission to the Will of God: “Father, not my will but may Your Will be done.” Then, even though
we would feel the greatest aversion to suffering, even if we would feel fear and anxiety before an
uncertain and cloudy future, through that short prayer it will change into surrender to God’s Will which
is carried out willingly and with merit.

And the God of mercy will send an Angel of Consolation. True, we will not see him with our
bodily eyes, but in our soul we shall feel joy and strength so that we will not fall under the stress of
change and opposing turns of fate.

One became faithless whom we had sometimes helped, whom we had regarded as a friend. We
had taken pity on his adversity then, this person, for all of the goodness that we had shown him, turned
against us in word and action. He paid us back with black ingratitude. He brings us ruin every step of the
way. At this moment our thoughts go back to Judas, the master of all ingrates. It was he who insolently
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betrayed his Master, teacher and benefactor for several pieces of silver and delivered Him into the
hands of jealous enemies.

Despite this betrayal above all other historic betrayals, the Good Savior calls this greedy and
hypocritical traitor friend and with this expression that is so cordial, He lets him know the huge abyss of
crime that he had so arrogantly committed.

We should not show revenge, or indignation, or even contempt towards our betrayers who
were once our friends, but softness and pity over the ingratitude that was shown either deliberately or
without any consideration.

If fortune favors you, if you are well-off and have money; or if you have such a position where
you are able to help others, then you are in a position where you can’t even count all of your friends, or
flatterers or those who jump around you. There are entire legions of such. They hang around you like
ants. Everyone praises you. Everyone sings hymns of praise in your honor. But, when you lose such a
position or employment or you become financially impoverished, these loud admirers and adorers,
these friends who are so cordial will abandon you, within the blink of an eye they will forget about you
and none of them will admit to knowing you. You will be alone. You will remain like a stake in the fence.
What a severe disillusion that is disagreeable, painfully wounding the heart and soul.

And for that you have efficacious medication in the Passion of Christ, for you are gazing at the
Savior spread out on the cross, and you see Him abandoned by everyone, and you hear how from His
painful and bloodied lips flow the words of complaint: “MY God, My God, why have you abandoned
Me?” After this voice of sadness and abandonment, you hear the joyful shouts of satisfaction and
triumph of the fanatical hangmen and the satisfied soldiers along with the sarcastic taunts and caustic
remarks of curious passersby.

This is what Skarga tells us” “It was for us and as an example for us that the Savior allowed
Himself to be separated from everyone, even from His beloved disciples and He abandoned all possible
joys, for even those faithful women who stood weeping at the foot of His cross were silent.

He allowed this so that in our isolated sufferings He could be our Companion and Friend. In such
moments of abandonment, we direct our gaze to the cross and in humble but sincere prayer we call
upon the help of the Savior and then we are neither abandoned nor along. Christ is with us and by
reminding us of His sufferings He soothes, alleviates and diminishes our pain. Thus, it is easier to suffer
with Christ because human nature is such that one more willingly bears sorrows and pains, when he or
she sees that another has suffered or is suffering the same pain.”

But, perhaps perverse and malicious people have never soiled your reputation, nor had they
thrown mud on your good name. Again, shift your thoughts over to the Savior in His Passion. Before this,
Christ’s name was on the lips of the entire nation and everyone praised His actions. They called Him a
Prophet, a Miracle Worker. They wanted to make Him their King.




